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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMERY

The rights of both the individual and the society at large need to be fully protected, as the
future generations have the absolute right to be secured from environmental hazards. Designing
effective laws and setting applicable strategies to address such hazards have become a global
interest that exceeds the national borders. For this end, legislations must provide rules and goals
concerning the environment, defining the full range of governmental and non- governmental
actors’ role in shaping the future of environmental protection in Palestine. The aim of this study
is to provide a review and a thorough analysis of environmental legislations in Palestine, that is

concise and easy to follow.

Some of the findings in this study were disheartening, some were uplifting. Concrete
evidence demonstrates that the major source of environmental hazards in Palestine is strongly
related with the occupation, as it is clearly appearing that the Israeli government is deliberately
trying to make the Palestinian Territory a “big dumpster” for their waste. A new legal path the
Palestinians can take to address this issue, including, but not limited to, bringing the case to the
international courts, as well as, the Israeli courts. At the national level, the study argues that the
environmental legal framework is incomprehensive to address all environmental issues. With few
notable exceptions, the laws have failed to deal with mines and quarries manufactures. Moreover,
the laws are insufficient to regulate the hunting of certain animals and provide full protection for
all kinds of animals. With regard to Penal Code, many sort of wrongdoings affecting the
environment have been dropped off the legislator’s radar screen. There is also a great need for

a legal guide to deal with seizures found in the environmental crime scenes.

In the fact of these problems, the study suggests a new, initial handing procedures for
law enforcement officers to deal with environmental crimes. Furthermore, it is strongly suggested
to create a “LOGO” environment that must be printed on all items, so to inform the customers
and encourage them to buy environmentally friendly products. A clear review on legal provisions
related to reserved lands in Palestine is also included. Suggestions on how to reform the legal

framework governing environment-related institutions are also offered in this research.
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Based on new unpublished sources, interviews with experts, governmental documents,
and other reports published by civil society groups, this paper provides unique insights into the
context in which the balance between endeavours to achieve economic growth, and the need to
protect environment in Palestine is disturbed. This should be of great interest to decision makers,

researchers, and international donors.
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